LEA
Charter School Oversight 

Reference Tool

Charter School






   Annual Site Visit Date



	3.  EDUCATIONAL PROGRAM AND ONGOING ASSESSMENT

	In the column to the right indicate a finding of Y (yes), N (no), or N/A (not applicable) in response to each question below.
	Y

N

N/A
	Use the space below to comment on the item and/ or to indicate where information used to make the Y/N determination can be found.
	Date(s)

Completed

	A.
	Educational Program
	
	

	1.
	Is the Charter School following its curricular and instructional plan as presented in the approved Charter petition?
	
	
	

	2.
	Is the Charter School staffing sufficient to carry out the educational program?
	
	
	

	3.
	Are students who are achieving either significantly below or significantly above grade level receiving instruction that addresses their learning differences?
	
	
	

	4.
	Are parents of high Charter School students informed about the transferability of courses to other public high schools and the eligibility of courses to meet college entrance requirements?
	
	
	

	5.
	Is the Charter School implementing a framework for instructional design that is aligned with the needs of the students identified as the target population in the approved charter petition?
	
	
	

	6.
	Has the Charter School sought WASC accreditation?
	
	
	

	7.
	Does a cross-reference with budget indicate that there is sufficient funding to operate the program delineated in the charter petition as addressing the mission of the Charter School?
	
	
	

	B.
	Services to Special Populations

	1.
	Charter School has adopted policies and practices that reflect compliance with all laws related to the provision of Special Education including:
	

	a))
	Appropriate placement for students who are enrolling with IEPs?
	
	
	

	b))
	Referral and assessment of students suspected of requiring special education and related services?
	
	
	

	c))
	Compliance with timelines related to special education?
	
	
	

	2.
	Are students who are identified as being eligible for Special Education receiving services required by their IEPS?
	
	
	

	3.
	Does Charter School provide for the inclusion of all of the required members to participate in IEP team meetings?
	
	
	

	4.
	Does Charter School have a plan for the provision of transportation of Special Education students who require this related service?
	
	
	

	5.
	Does Charter School have a process for determining a student’s eligibility for services under Section 504?
	
	
	

	6.
	Does Charter School develop and implement accommodation plans for students who are 504 eligible?
	
	
	

	7.
	Does Charter School ensure that Special Education funds are not used to serve students identified under Section 504?
	
	
	

	8.
	Does the Charter School follow a process for identification and reclassification of students who are English Learners?
	
	
	

	C.
	Curricular Materials
	
	

	1.
	Is the Charter School utilizing state standards-based instructional materials?
	
	
	

	2.
	Is the Charter School utilizing instructional materials that address the specific needs of Special Education students?
	
	
	

	3.
	Is the Charter School utilizing instructional materials that address the specific needs of English Learners?
	
	
	

	4.
	Does the Charter School refrain from the use of faith-based instructional materials?
	
	
	

	D.
	Professional Development & Teacher Qualifications

	1.
	Has Charter School staff received legally required trainings?
	
	
	

	2.
	Is Charter School staff provided opportunities for professional development necessary to carry out the instructional program?
	
	
	

	3.
	Are students identified as Special Education and/or English Learner receiving services from teachers holding the legally required credentials, certificates, and/or authorizations?
	
	
	

	4.
	Does a cross-reference of the master schedule and teacher credentials ensure that core subjects are being taught by Highly Qualified Teachers as defined by the federal “No Child Left Behind Act”?
	
	
	

	5.
	Does the Charter School have an ongoing professional development program to ensure that teaching and non-teaching staff maintain the skills required for the performance of their jobs?
	
	
	

	6.
	Does the Charter School participate in trainings that are made available through the sponsoring LEA?
	
	
	

	E.
	Ongoing Assessment
	
	

	1.
	Is the Charter School participating in the STAR testing as required for all K-12 schools in California?
	
	
	

	2.
	Does a review of STAR and API data indicate that the Charter School is on target for meeting renewal requirements as set forth in EC 47607(b)?
	
	
	

	3.
	Has the Charter School submitted a SARC containing required elements?
	
	
	

	4.
	Is student achievement data regularly reported to parents and staff?
	
	
	

	5.
	Is the Charter School implementing a plan for collecting, analyzing, and reporting data on pupil achievement and utilizing the data continuously to monitor and improve the Charter School’s educational program?
	
	
	

	6.
	For a direct-funded charter school with one (or more) of its school sites identified as being in PI (Program Improvement) status, have any of the following requirements been implemented*: 

a) Parent notification 


b) School choice
c) Supplemental educational services

d) School restructuring? 
(See guidance below)
	
	
	

	*Direct-funded charter schools, with the assistance of the charter authorizer, must inform the parents of students enrolled in the Charter School of the option to return to the “home” public school. If the home public school is a PI school, the parent may obtain information about transferring to a non-PI school within the “home” LEA with paid transportation by contacting the “home” LEA.

If parents choose to have their child remain at the school, direct-funded charter schools in Year 1 of PI may also offer supplemental educational services to students who need additional help.
To the extent practicable, the direct-funded Charter School (as a charter school LEA) must enter into an agreement with a neighboring LEA if no school choice options are available within the “home” LEA or direct-funded Charter School.

(CDE Guidance)

	7.
	For a locally-funded Charter School with one (or more) of its school sites identified as being in PI (Program Improvement) status, have the following requirements been coordinated with the sponsoring LEA*?

  (See guidance below)
	
	
	

	*An LEA with a locally funded charter school that is in PI must provide school choice options with paid transportation to non-PI schools within the LEA. The LEA may list locally funded charter schools that are not in PI as choice options for students transferring from PI schools within the LEA. An LEA may also enter into an agreement with a non-PI direct-funded charter school within its geographic area to allow for student transfers. To the extent practicable, the LEA must enter into an agreement with a neighboring school district if no school choice options are available within the LEA.
If there are no choice options within the LEA, the LEA may also offer supplemental educational services for those students who choose to remain at the school during Year 1. LEAs and schools that choose to offer supplemental educational services during Year 1 are not required to use approved supplemental educational services providers.

(CDE Guidance)

	Review conducted by: ______________________________________________/_________________________________________/___________________
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